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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED POSS DUPE 
PAGE 01 KABUL 08493 170805Z 
47 

ACTION AGRE-00 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO EB-07 COME-OO STR-04 TRSE-00 
/022 W 

002949 

R 170330Z NOV 76 
FM AMEMBASSY KABUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 215 

UNCLAS KABUL 8493 

E. O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: BPRO, EPAP, AF 

SUBJECT: IMPORTATION OF AFGHAN PISTACHIO NUTS 

1 . THE ANGLO-SWISS TRADING COMPANY IN AFGHANISTAN IS INTERESTED 
IN EXPORTING AFGHAN PISTACHIO NUTS TO THE US. THEIR PLAN IS TO 
TRANSPORT THE PISTACHIOS TO SWITZERLAND FOR CLEANING, PROCESSING, 
AND PACKAGING AND SUBSEQUENTLY RE-EXPORT THEM TO THE US. HOWEVER, 
LOCAL EXPORTERS INFORM US THAT ABOUT THREE YEARS AGO THE USG 
BANNED THE IMPORTATION OF AFGHAN PISTACHIOS INTO THE US BECAUSE 

OF A DISEASE PROBLEM. 

2. FOR THE INFORMATION OF ANGLO-SWISS, WE WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING 
IF THE BAN AGAINST IMPORTATION OF AFGHAN PISTACHIOS INTO THE US 
STILL EXISTS. IF SO, COULD AFGHAN PISTACHIOS BE CLEANED AND PRO- 
CESSED IN SWITZERLAND TO MEET US STANDARDS?. 
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